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IN THE CLAIMS: 

For the convenience of the Examiner, all pending claims of the present Application 
are shown below. Please refer to the attached sheets showing a marked up version of any 
amendments to the claims. 

1. A computer/software system for managing telecommunication network 
elements, comprising: 

one or more operator-driven processes which monitor and manage network elements 
in real time, using at least one telecommunications network control channel; 

a database which reports attributes of ones of said network elements in response to 
queries from ones of said operator-driven processes; and 
one or more background processes ^ 

which monitor communications over said control channel and which parse all 
communications which imply network element status changes and 

which dynamically update said database accordingly, in real time. 



2. The system of Claim 1, wherein information from said database is 
dynamically linked into said operator-driven processes, so that said background processes 
dynamically update said operator-driven processes whenever a change is made to any 
element to which an operator-driven process is making read access. 



3. . (New) A method for maintaining a network element database, comprising: 

monitoring communications between a network element manager and a plurality of 
network elements over at least one telecommunications network control channel; 

storing configuration status information regarding the plurality of network elements at 
a database associated with the network element manage^ 

parsing messages received from one or more oS the plurality of network elements, 
which include updated configuration status information Regarding the one or more of the 
plurality of network elements; and 

dynamically updating portions of the configuration stVtus information with portions of 
the updated status information. 
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4. (New) The method lof Claim 3, further comprising periodically repeating the 
steps of parsing the messages and\ dynamically updating the portions of the configuration 
status information. 

5. (New) The method of (3laim 3, further comprising: 

receiving a query for current opnfiguration data regarding a particular one of the 
plurality of network elements; and 

providing dynamically updated \configuration status information regarding the 
particular one, in response to the query. 

6. (New) The method of Claim 3\ further comprising: 
presenting a graphical representation of the database at a graphical user interface; and 
dynamically updating the graphical representation with dynamically updated status 

information regarding one or more of the pluraliw of network elements. 

7. (New) A telecommunications network element manager, comprising: 

an interface being operable to communicate with a plurality of telecommunications 
network elements using at least one telecommunications network control channel; 

a processor being operable to monitor communications received at the interface; 

a memory being operable to store configuration status information regarding the 
plurality of network elements; 

the processor being further operable to parse messages received from one or more of 
the plurality of network elements, which include updated configuration status information 
regarding the one or more of the plurality of network elements; and 

the processor being further operable to dynamically update portions of the 
configuration status information with portions of the updated status information. 



8. (New) The telecommunications network element nianager of Claim 7, wherein 
the processor is further operable to repetitively parse the messaged and dynamically update 
the portions of the configuration status information. 
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9. (New) The telecommunications network element manager of Claim 7, wherein 
the processor is further operaole to receive a query for current configuration data regarding a 
particular one of the pluralityv of network elements, and provide dynamically updated 
configuration status information regarding the particular one, in response to the query. 

10. (New) The telecommunications manager of Claim 9, further comprising: 
a graphical user interface; and \ 

wherein the dynamically updated configuration status information is provided to a 
user at the graphical user interface. \ 

11. (New) The telecommunications network element manager of Claim 7, further 
comprising: \ 

a graphical user interface being operable to present a graphical representation of the 
database to a user; and \ 

wherein the processor is further operable to dynamically update the graphical 
representation with dynamically updated status information regarding one or more of the 
plurality of network elements. \ 
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CONCLUSION 



Early and favorable acceptance of this preliminary amendment is respectfully 
requested. 

No additional filing fee is due. However, if any fee is deemed due, the Commissioner 
is hereby authorized to charge said fee and any extra charge or credit any overpayment to 
Deposit Account No. 02-0384 of Baker Botts L.L.P. 

If there are matters that can be discussed by telephone to further the prosecution of 
this application, Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner call the attorney at the 
number listed below. 



Correspondence Address : 

Baker Botts L.L.P. 

2001 Ross Avenue, Suite 600 

Dallas, Texas 75201-2980 

Tel: 214.953.6655; Fax: 214.661.4655 

Date: December 12, 2001 



Respectfully submitted, 
BAKER BOTTS L.L.P. 




Attorneys for Applic ants 



Luke K. Pedersen 
Reg. No. 45,003 
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